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Marlene H. Dortch  
Secretary  
Federal Communications Commission  
445 12th Street, S.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20554  
  
Re:   WC Docket No. 09-197 

Ex Parte Response to Staff Information Requests 
Petition of NTUA WIRELESS, LLC for Designation as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier Pursuant to Section 214(e)(6) of the 
Communications Act of 1934, as Amended, on the Navajo Nation 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

On behalf of NTUA Wireless, LLC (“NTUA Wireless”), please find the attached 
attachments submitted in response to inquiries made by FCC Staff from the Office of Native 
Affairs and Policy (“ONAP”) on a January 9, 2014.  The attached submittal relates to NTUA 
Wireless’ ETC Application, which is pending unopposed at the Federal Communications 
Commission (“Commission” or “FCC”) in WC Docket No. 09-197.  NTUA Wireless is 
majority-owned by the Navajo Tribal Utility Authority, an enterprise of the Navajo Nation.  As 
discussed further below, the attached exhibits provided by NTUA Wireless are added to the 
record and included as an ex parte exhibit.   

 
Attachment 1 herein includes a clarification (“Clarification”) of NTUA Wireless 

that, as a necessary part of its petition for ETC designation throughout the Navajo Nation, NTUA 
Wireless expressly seeks to include the Jeddito Chapter of the Navajo Nation as part of its ETC 
service area.  NTUA Wireless also makes clear that it does not seek to include any part of the 
Hopi Reservation as part of the NTUA Wireless ETC service area.  Consistent with the 
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foregoing, NTUA Wireless clarifies for the record in the attached Clarification that its proposed 
ETC service area includes the telephone company area of Hopi Telecommunications Inc. 
(“HTI”) that serves the Jeddito Chapter of the Navajo Nation.  NTUA Wireless’ previously 
omitted to include HTI as one of the telephone company areas within NTUA Wireless’ proposed 
ETC service area.  These points are reiterated in a letter from HTI, indicating its non-opposition 
to NTUA Wireless’ ETC application and expressly consenting to NTUA Wireless’ petition to 
include the Jeddito Chapter as part of NTUA Wireless’ ETC service area.  The HTI letter and an 
updated list of wire centers are included as separate exhibits to the attached Clarification. 

 
Attachment 2 is a presentation that was provided to FCC Staff, including 

members of ONAP, during an in-person meeting held at the FCC on January 4, 2011, which pre-
dated NTUA Wireless’ formal filing of its ETC application with the FCC.  Because NTUA 
Wireless’ ETC application had not been filed or docketed at the time of the January 4, 2011 
meeting, the presentation was not filed with the FCC at that time.  At the request of Commission 
Staff, this presentation is being submitted now as a historical document and has not been 
modified since the January 4, 2011 meeting.  As such, the attached presentation is not meant to 
reflect current or changed circumstances that may have occurred with the passage of time, 
following that meeting. 

 
Thus, in addition to this transmittal letter, this submittal includes: 
 

Attachment 1 –  NTUA Wireless, LLC Clarification of ETC Service Area to Include 
   Jeddito Chapter (including Exhibit A – Letter of Non-Opposition from 
   Hopi Telecommunications Inc. Regarding Request by NTUA Wireless 
   for ETC Designation to Include Jeddito Chapter of Navajo Nation; and 
   Exhibit B – List of Wire Centers Within Navajo Nation Exterior 
   Boundaries) 
 

Attachment 2 – NTUA Wireless LLC Pre-Filing Presentation to FCC Staff (Dated 
  January 4, 2011) 

 
Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules, a copy of this letter and the 

listed attachments have been filed via ECFS and sent by email to each of the FCC staff members 
who participated in the January 9, 2014 discussion.  If you have any questions or require any 
additional information, please contact me.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ Seth T. Lucia      
Seth T. Lucia 
Counsel to NTUA Wireless, LLC 

 
 
cc:  Geoffrey Blackwell (via email) 

Rebekah Douglas (via email) 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Attachment 1: 
 

NTUA Wireless, LLC 
Clarification of ETC Service Area to 

Include Jeddito Chapter  



 
 

 

Before the  
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, DC  
 

In the Matter of 
 
Petition of NTUA WIRELESS, LLC 
for Designation as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier pursuant 
to Section 214(e)(6) of the 
Communications Act of 1934, as 
Amended 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
WC Docket No.  09-197 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
NTUA WIRELESS, LLC  

CLARIFICATION OF ETC SERVICE AREA TO INCLUDE  
JEDDITO CHAPTER OF THE NAVAJO NATION 

 
NTUA WIRELESS, LLC (“NTUA Wireless”) a telecommunications service provider on 

the Navajo Nation, majority owned by the Navajo Tribal Utility Authority (“NTUA” or “Navajo 

Tribal Utility Authority”), an enterprise of the Navajo Nation, respectfully submits pursuant to 

the Federal Communications Commission’s (“Commission”) ex parte rules (47 C.F.R. §1.1206), 

this clarification (“Clarification”) related to the above-captioned petition by NTUA Wireless for 

designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (“ETC”) throughout the Navajo Nation.   

Specifically, in response to inquiries raised by the Commission Staff on a January 9, 2014 

conference call, NTUA Wireless clarifies for the record that NTUA Wireless seeks to include the 

Jeddito Chapter of the Navajo Nation as part of its proposed ETC service area within its pending 

ETC application, originally submitted on March 3, 2011 in WC Docket No. 09-197.  Because 

NTUA Wireless seeks an ETC service area that covers the entire Navajo Nation, the Jeddito 

Chapter is necessarily included as part of the proposed ETC service area.  Thus, this clarifying 

statement is consistent with previous statements in NTUA Wireless’ ETC filings that NTUA 



 

 

Wireless seeks ETC designation for purposes of receiving federal universal service support as an 

ETC to provide Lifeline service throughout its ETC service area within the boundaries of the 

Navajo Nation,1 which would expressly include the Jeddito Chapter.  For further clarity, NTUA 

Wireless states for the record that its proposed ETC service area does not, and is not intended to, 

include any portion of the Hopi Reservation.  

The Jeddito Chapter of the Navajo Nation lies within the study area of Hopi 

Telecommunications Inc. (“HTI”), which is the incumbent local exchange carrier that presently 

serves residents of the Jeddito Chapter of the Navajo Nation.  Under existing precedent, the 

Commission may designate carriers as ETCs throughout an entire rural service area that lies 

within the limits of the Commission’s jurisdictional authority, e.g., within American Indian 

reservations, without the need for redefinition.2  Accordingly, neither NTUA Wireless nor HTI 

believe that redefinition is necessary in order for the Commission to designate the portion of 

HTI’s study area that covers the Jeddito Chapter as part of NTUA Wireless’ ETC service area.3   

Included as Exhibit A to this Clarification is a letter from HTI that captures this 

understanding of the Commission’s authority, along with HTI’s express statement of non-

                                                 
1  See Petition of NTUA Wireless, LLC for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier 
on the Navajo Nation, WC Docket No. 09-197 (March 3, 2011) at 20; see also, Correction to NTUA 
Wireless, LLC Petition for ETC Designation, (Aug. 18, 2011) at 2-3 (“ETC Application”); see also, 
Second Amendment to Petition of NTUA Wireless, LLC for Designation as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier for Lifeline Service and for Conditional ETC Status to Participate in the 
Tribal Mobility Fund Phase I (Auction 902) on the Navajo Nation, (October 17, 2013) at 2, 5, 39 
(reiterating that NTUA Wireless requests a designated service area that includes the area within the 
boundaries of the Navajo Nation for Lifeline purposes) (“Second Amendment ETC Filing”). 
2  See In the Matter of Telecommunications Carriers Eligible for Universal Service Support; 
Standing Rock Telecommunications, Inc. Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications 
Carrier; Standing Rock Telecommunications, Inc. Petition for Designation as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier, Memorandum Opinion and Order On Reconsideration, 26 FCC Rcd 9160, 
paras. 18-24 (2011) (“Standing Rock Order on Reconsideration”). 
3  The HTI letter details that, notwithstanding precedent, in the event that the Commission decides 
redefinition of the HTI service area is necessary to include the Jeddito Chapter in NTUA Wireless’ ETC 
service area, HTI does not object to such redefinition.  See Exhibit A. 



 

 

opposition and consent to NTUA Wireless’ ETC petition to include the Jeddito Chapter as part 

of NTUA Wireless’ ETC service area.  See Exhibit A. 

Consistent with the foregoing, NTUA Wireless further clarifies for the record that its 

proposed ETC service area includes a partial wire center of the telephone company area of HTI 

that serves the Jeddito Chapter of the Navajo Nation.  NTUA Wireless previously omitted to 

include HTI as one of the telephone company areas within NTUA Wireless’ proposed ETC 

service area, listed at Exhibit E of its original March 3, 2011 ETC Application and Exhibit E of 

its October 17, 2013 Second Amendment ETC Filing.  Thus, along with the companies listed in 

Exhibit E of those prior ETC filings, NTUA Wireless revises that list to include the following: 

     Full Study Area/ 
     Complete Wire Center/ 
Telephone Company   Partial Wire Center   Wire Center 
  
Hopi Telecommunications Inc. AZ Partial Wire Center   KMCNAZXC 

 
  

In furtherance of NTUA Wireless’ Clarification of this matter, NTUA Wireless includes 

as Exhibit B to this Clarification the updated “List of Wire Centers Within Navajo Nation 

Exterior Boundaries,” which now reflects HTI, appearing on the updated list in alphabetical 

order.  This updated list of wire centers, included as Exhibit B of this Clarification filing, 

otherwise appears as Exhibit E of NTUA Wireless’ original March 3, 2011 ETC Application, as 

well as Exhibit E of its October 17, 2013 Second Amendment ETC Filing. 

With the clarification of the issues discussed herein, NTUA Wireless requests immediate  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

designation of its unopposed petition for designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
NTUA WIRELESS, LLC  
 
 
By:__/s/ Seth T. Lucia_____________________ 
        
Derek Anthony Dyson 
Seth T. Lucia 
Duncan, Weinberg, Genzer, & Pembroke, P.C. 
1615 M Street, N.W.  
Suite 800 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
202-467-6370 (Office) 
202-467-6379 (Fax) 
E-Mail: DAD@dwgp.com  
E-Mail: STL@dwgp.com   
 
NTUA Wireless, LLC’s Attorneys 
 
 

 
January 15, 2014 

 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Exhibit A: 
 

 
Letter of Non-Opposition from 

   Hopi Telecommunications Inc. Regarding 
Request by NTUA Wireless, LLC for  

ETC Designation to Include 
Jeddito Chapter of Navajo Nation 

  







 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Exhibit B: 
 

 
List of Wire Centers Within Navajo Nation 

Exterior Boundaries 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 

NTUA Wireless, LLC 
Navajo Nation ETC Service Area 

Telephone Company 
Fully Study Area/Complete 
Wire Center/Partial Wire 

Center 
Wire Center 

Arizona Telephone Company Partial Wire Center MRCNAZXC 
Beehive Telephone Company Partial Wire Center DNRPUTXC 
Century Tel of Southwest, Inc. Partial Wire Center PNHLNMXC 
Citizens Telecom Co. of Wht Mtns, Inc. Partial Wire Center STJHAZXB 
Hopi Telecommunications Inc. AZ Partial Wire Center KMCNAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area BLMSAZXF 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area CHNLAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area DLKNAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area DNHSAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area FTDFAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area GANDAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area GSWDAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area KABTAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area KIVGAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area KYNTAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area LCHEAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area LEPPAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area LKCHAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area MNFRAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area PINNAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area RDVYAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area RHRKAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area RKPNAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area SHNTAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area STMCAZXE 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area TBCYAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area TNPSAZXR 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area TOYIAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area TSILAZXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area WDRNAZXC 



 

 

Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area CRPNNMXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area NAVJNMXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area NSCHNMXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area NWCMNMXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area PBPONMXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area SANSNMXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area SHRKNMXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area TBNTNMXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area TDLNNNXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area THTCNMXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area TRNSNMXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area TWLKNMXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area HLCHUTXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area MNCKUTXC 
Navajo Communications Company Full Study Area MNVYUTXC 
QWEST CORPORATION Partial Wire Center FLGSAZMA 
QWEST CORPORATION Complete Wire Center GLLPNMFW 
QWEST CORPORATION Partial Wire Center PAGEAZMA 
SACRED WIND Full Study Area FRTNNMMA 
SACRED WIND Full Study Area FRTNNMWE 
SACRED WIND Full Study Area GLLPNMEA 
SACRED WIND Full Study Area GLLPNMMA 
Table Top Telephone Company Partial Wire Center SNDRAZXC 
Western New Mexico Telephone Partial Wire Center MGDNNMXC 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Attachment 2: 
 
 

NTUA Wireless LLC Pre-Filing 
Presentation to FCC Staff 

(Dated January 4, 2011) 
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